
ARB Minutes 1 December 20, 2017 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at the Municipal 

Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairwoman Eisenberg.   

 

Members Present:  Chairman Andrea Eisenberg 

    Josh Heinz 

    Daniel Loughney 

    Tatiana Olferiev 

     

Members Absent:             Heather Kornreich  

 

Staff Present:  Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

     

Staff Absent:  Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

New Cases: 

 

1. Infinity Stone    Case #ARB17-19 

13 Columbus Avenue   Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Infinity Stone Fire Restaurant.  Ellen Labriola and Michael Amendola 

of Infinity Stone appeared before the Board. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said what has been proposed is pretty straight forward.  She asked if this is 

an existing business.  Michael Amendola said this is a new business and the signs proposed do not 

exist.  He said the awning exists and they would like to put a sign above it.  He said the previous 

company had similar signs to what they are proposing.   Chairwoman Eisenberg asked why they 

used black and dark gray and she was curious why they didn’t use either all dark gray or all black.  

Ellen Labriola said the nature of their logo, whenever they give it to a graphic designer to design 

anything, i.e. signage for their trucks, tee shirts, the symbol is not a digital image.  It was taken 

out of a book.  It’s a Davinci – cross section of an apple.  She said they had to make it into a digital 

image from a book so it’s a dark gray and black.  Michael Amendola said it was written in his 

journal in pencils.  Ellen Labriola said it’s like a sketch so it looks like it’s almost carved, which is 

why she thinks why he got creative with the dark gray.  She said the “slab gallery and design 

center” is where he has the dark gray lettering.  She said she thinks the other lettering is black.  

Ellen Labriola said she intends for all of the lettering to be black.  Michael Amendola said he things 

that would be easier and more legible that way, a little more crisp.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said if 

you look at the Suburban signs, if the letters were gray on the bottom, you would hardly see it.  

Michael Amendola asked if they could make the letters black. 

 

Dan Loughney asked if this is a brand new company or are you new to the area.  Michael Amendola 

said they just incorporated in the State of New York.  He said they are coming from Connecticut.  

He said they have been in business since 2014.   Dan Loughney said “welcome”.  Michael Amendola 

said they all live in Westchester so this is a good half way point between the fabrication facility and 

where they all live.  Ellen Labriola added that a lot of their projects are in this area – Bedford Hills, 

Armonk, Chappaqua.   
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Tatiana Olferiev asked if they would consider making the sign above the door white with back 

letters – the same as the ground sign.  Ellen Labriola said when they did the mock up with the sign 

white with black letters, it did not look so good against this building with the black awning.  Dan 

Loughney said it would look the existing sign.  You kind of squint at that sign.  It just looks like 

white and you can’t even read what’s on the existing sign in the photo.  Michael Amendola said he 

thought the black with white letters was a little different, a little more modern, like it had an 

industrial flair to it, which is kind of like their theme. 

 

Josh Heinz asked if they are using the existing posts for the ground sign.  Ellen Labriola said there 

is nothing existing.  Patti Tipa said the photo is an old picture just to show what the previous 

business had there.  Josh Heinz asked if the posts would be wood clad.  Michael Amendola said he 

was just going to get wood posts, primed white.  He has found posts pretty similar in Lowes.  Josh 

Heinz asked if there was a border around the sign.  Ellen Labriola said she thinks there is a black 

border around the sign.  It looks cleaner. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the signs.  Dan Loughney seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 

2. Subway     Case #ARB17-21 

309 No. Bedford Road   Ground sign 

Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Subway.  Stuart Matowski appeared before the Board. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said she understood that the letters proposed are too large.  She asked 

what the latest was on this point.  Patti Tipa said that Stuart Matowski is just hearing this as he 

walked in.  Stuart Matowski said it doesn’t matter.  He said the letter heights are just how it 

worked out mathematically when you divide the panels up.  Patti Tipa said the maximum letter 

height can be six inches.  Stuart Matowski asked what the maximum slat size was, if that 

mattered.  Patti Tipa said what matters is the maximum sign face for the entire sign is 20 square 

feet.  Stuart Matowski said what they have is less than 20 square feet, 6 inch letters or less.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the numbers 309 can stay 6 inches.  Patti Tipa said the numbers 

can stay 6 inches but the rest of the lettering can be no more than 6 inches.  Stuart Matowski 

asked about the height of the sign.  Patti Tipa said the height cannot be any higher than 8 feet 

from grade to the top of the sign. 

 

Stuart Matowski pointed out where grade is on a photo.  He showed the board where the base of 

the sign is going to go.  He said they are going to remove the existing pole sign.  He said there are 

a couple of stores at this site that are kind of hidden.  You cannot see them at all, especially going 

north, until you pass them.  He said hopefully this sign will attract some business for these stores.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the monument would be where the pole sign is located now.  

Stuart Matowski said they are cutting the pole sign down and they are going to use the existing 

pole for support for the new sign.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if they thought about moving it 

closer and further away from Toyota.  Patti Tipa said because of the parking lot there, there is no 

place to go with the sign.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said bringing the sign down is probably going to 

be a good thing.  Stuart Matowski said they will be bringing it down several feet.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the letters would be on both sides.  Stuart Matowski said yes, it is 

a double sided sign.  Dan Loughney said it’s not a monument sign because it’s going to be on a 

post.  Patti Tipa said it’s not going to be on a post, it’s going to be built around the pole that’s 

there.  Stuart Matowski said the post is going to support it internally but you will not see the post.  
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Patti Tipa explained that pole signs are only permitted under the sign law at gas stations.  Stuart 

Matowski said the frame of the sign is going to be typical dark bronze duranotic.  For some reason 

the printer prints it as brown.  He said the sign will have Subway and the Nail salon.  He showed 

the Board the new logo for Subway.  He said they will put a little white outline around it to make it 

pop a bit.  Dan Loughney asked if they would be removing the bushes that the sign is sticking in 

the middle of.  Stuart Matowski said they have eight feet to play with.  Josh Heinz asked what was 

the depth of the sign.  Stuart Matowski said it is 12 inches.  Josh Heinz asked how big is the pole.  

Stuart Matowski said it is 6 inches.  Josh Heinz asked if you would see the pole.  Stuart Matowski 

said not at all.  The sign will use LED lighting, if they can locate the power there.  Dan Loughney 

asked if the sign is 8 feet tall than it can only be 20 + inches wide.  Patti Tipa said the sign face will 

be 20 square feet.  The signage will not go all the way to the bottom.   Stuart Matowski said the 

panel slats will be the same color as the dark bronze frame.  There are panels available on the sign 

to add additional stores.  

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said the sign that is most noticeable is Nails.  She asked if they would like 

to make that a bit smaller.  Stuart Matowski said the lettering would be adjusted to a maximum of 

6 inch letters.  Dan Loughney asked if the approval required that the Board know the exact 

dimensions and the exact height of the sign.  Patti Tipa said the letter sizes will change depending 

on the business names.  Dan Loughney said on the sign itself.  Patti Tipa said we will need to know 

the exact dimension of the sign so we have it on record.  Josh Heinz suggested that the actual 

dimensions be provided and emailed to the Board so they know what they are looking at as a final 

because at this point we don’t know what it’s going to look like until all is said and done.  Stuart 

Matowski said he would let Patti know.  The sign of the sign face will be the same and there will be 

more background visible with the letters.  He said the skirting may become lower.  Patti Tipa said 

the 20 square foot limit is on the sign face, not on the entire sign.  The 8 foot height is for the 

entire structure. She pointed out an arrow on the rendering which depicts the 20 square feet. 

Dan Loughney said that we do know the exact dimensions of the sign but not the height of the 

structure but it will be less than eight feet.  Josh Heinz said that made sense. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve.  Tatiana Olferiev seconded the motion.  All 

ayes. 

 

3. Solarcity dba Tesla Energy   Case #ARB17-20 

103 Grove Street     Solar Panels 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called 103 Grove Street.  Mr. Russell Wedge from Tesla Energy appeared 

before the Board.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked Mr. Wedge to take the Board through his 

application. 

 

Mr. Wedge said they are proposing a 7.8 kilowatt system total size, consisting of 26 panels.  There 

will be a 4 by 4 symmetrical array on the front of the house and the remainder of the panels will be 

on the back of the home and will not be visible from the street.  He said the aerial photo might be 

a little confusing because that it the most accurate up-to-date Google image.  There is an addition 

that was put on the rear of the home that is not reflected in the Google image.  Josh Heinz asked if 

they would consider using a different aerial tool like Eagle View.  Mr. Wedge said they have 

invested in drones and licensing for some of their surveyors so they will be taking their own aerial 

photos going forward.  He said he expects that program to start to take place in the new year.  

They are working on the FAA licensing.  Tatiana Olferiev asked what the name is for the new 

program that will be used for the aerial view.  Russell Wedge said his company purchased drones 

with cameras on them.  He said there is an app that is downloaded to your phone and it is 
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mounted onto a hand held device that you can control.  Josh Heinz said Eagle View is usually just 

about spot on.  

 

Josh Heinz said the applicant is proposing Anwa Q cells 300, blue with white back sheet.  Russell 

Wedge said that is correct in a black frame.  Josh Heinz said the Village has been suggesting a 

black on black panels, which are more aesthetically pleasing to look at.  He asked if there was a 

possibility to go to a different Anwa panel.  Russell Wedge said they are manufacturing their own 

panels now with the help of Panasonic and they are all blue.  He said in the past they had access to 

go outside the company’s own manufacturing to get panels at the request of certain Boards and to 

receive approvals to do the project.  He said they probably could be able to that if it was going to 

be a requirement of the Board.  He said in those circumstances they have been using a panel from 

Trina.  He said they are slightly less efficient than what is on the house right now but nothing 

drastic.  He thinks they are 295 watts.  He said the only thing would be the incurred cost to the 

company but it is what it is.  Josh Heinz said on the back of the house they could stay with the 

blue.  Russell Wedge said they would likely go with one throughout the entire home for 

consistency.  Josh Heinz asked if the wind shield in the front was also black.  Russell Wedge said 

yes, the skirt is black.  Josh Heinz asked about racking.  Russell Wedge said they use a composition 

mount.  He pointed out in the application.  He said there are no metal racks.  He said there is a 

puck – a mounting block that gets mounted to the rafters with a lag bolt and a leveling foot that 

gets put on top of the mounting block and the panels snap right into place.  John Heinz asked how 

the pucks seal.  Russell Wedge said they use an integrated sealant and there is a cavity inside of 

the mounting block that gets filled with the tungsten and it flashes.  It’s an integrated flashing 

system, which is designed by Zepp and used by Tesla Energy. 

 

Josh Heinz asked if they were running DC off the roof in conduit.  He asked if there is a conduit 

plan that the Board could see.  Russell Wedge said where the existing leader is and where the 

equipment is going to go, the conduit is going to come down as close to the meter as possible from 

the roof, bottom left corner.  He said all of that stuff is very easily hide-able.  It’s 1-1/4” metal 

conduit that can be hidden gutters.  He said they would need to connect the arrays on top of the 

roof.  Josh Heinz asked if they would jump the ridge somewhere.  Russell Wedge said yes.  He 

added all of the conduit is bent on site.  It is all customized to the home.  It’s galvanized metal. 

Josh Heinz said they could envision where the conduit is going to go – where one would be jumped 

around the eave overhang and one would be off the back corner.  He said the conduit would come 

down and drop into the inverter disconnect.  Russell Wedge said the equipment was inside in the 

basement.  Josh Heinz asked if that included the inverter as well.  Russell Wedge said yes it did.  

Josh Heinz asked if the only thing to be seen outside is the DC disconnect.  Russell Wedge said 

there is no disconnect, just the meter.  He said the disconnect happens on the roof.  He said the 

solar edge inverters have rapid shutdown units that get installed on the roof so it de-energizes the 

system from those boxes that get installed on the roof, which is too code.  Josh Heinz said one 

thing the Board has asked in the past is to have the conduit painted to match the roof.  Russell 

Wedge said they do paint the conduit to match roofs.   

 

MOTION: 

 

Dan Loughney made a motion to approve with the conduit being painted to match the 

roof and the panels being black on black.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All 

ayes. 
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4. Richard & Kristen Scott   Case #ARB17-20 

70 West Main Street   Addition/alterations 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called the Scotts.  Teo Siguenza, architect, appeared before the Board. 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said this is a beautiful project. Teo Seguenza said this was a beautiful home 

that was distorted at one point and they are looking to make it beautiful again.   

 

Teo Seguenza showed the Board photos of the house and where it is located on West Main Street.  

He said the house currently is a two-family dwelling.  It was converted at one point and he said 

they are looking to return it to a one-family dwelling.  He said the owners are a young family and 

they are looking to do what is right for the home in the sense that some of the additions that have 

happened incorrectly over the years, they are looking to erase a lot of that and open the house.  

He pointed out photos the neighboring residences.  He said they would like to do something 

similar.  He showed the Board an addition that was done that would be opened and become a 

screened-in porch.  He pointed out another addition that was a porch at one point and it was closed 

in to house a bathroom.  He said that would be eliminated and the porch would become a wrap-

around porch like it used to be.  He pointed out a bay that would also be eliminated because it was 

an addition that wasn’t done properly.  Teo Seguenza said there is another addition in the back 

that they will be removing, setting back and rebuilding the area.  He said the second floor exit will 

be eliminated because it is no longer needed as a one-family.  He said a porch will be restored and 

a family room will be integrated into the outdoors. 

 

Teo Seguenza shows the elevations of the front of the house.  He pointed out the features that will 

be rescued.  He said most of the trim is in good shape.  He said some of it has been covered up 

with vinyl and aluminum.  He said it will be restored and the new areas will match.  The new screen 

porch will be more in keeping with the character of the house.  He said all of the windows not 

affected by the work will be restored.  He said the porch will be slightly redone, the columns will be 

improved with a little more detail.  He said the original house, Italianette in style, the porch gets 

opened up.  He showed the Board the layouts.   

 

Andrea Eisenberg asked if there was any metal on the screen in porch or would the framing be 

wood.  Teo Seguenza said it’s all wood framing, painted white.  There will only be metal on the 

roof.  The siding will be a white, clapboard siding.  There is currently a cement shingle that will be 

eliminated that was installed over the clapboard siding.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the shutters 

would remain green.  Teo Seguenza said yes.  He said black would be the other option but he 

thinks the green would give a little smile to the house.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if there was 

anything about the doors.  She asked if the old door would remain or there would be new doors. 

Teo Seguenza said they are actually looking to strip down the door; it’s a very nice looking door, 

and stain it.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the white was a pure white.  Teo Seguenza said it would be 

pure white on the trim and a white dove on the body of the house.  Josh Heinz asked if the roof 

would be standing seam metal with a standard profile.  Teo Seguenza said there will be copper drip 

edges on the flat roof.  He would love the roof to be a lead coated copper, which is a gray, but it’s 

a budgetary concern.  Josh Heinz asked if anything was going to happen to the front walk way.  

Teo Seguenza said the walk would be done as part of the landscaping.  They have a landscape 

architect working on that.  It will be restored and the stairs will be refaced with stone veneer and 

blue stone treads on the walkway.  It won’t be cement.  Josh Heinz asked if the stairs on the house 

were wood.  Teo Seguenza said yes they are wood and will remain as wood.  Dan Loughney asked 

what the areas of the house that are being removed were used for.  Teo Seguenza said bathrooms 

and bedroom.  The house is being made smaller with the intent of brining the house to what it was 

at one point.  Josh Heinz asked if there are existing storm windows on the house.  Teo Seguenza 

said they are coming off and will be replaced with wood storms. 
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MOTION: 

 

Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the application.  Dan Loughney seconded 

the motion.  All ayes. 

 

Minutes: 

 

Tatiana Olferiev made a motion to approve the minutes of October 18, 2017.  Andrea 

Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. Josh Heinz abstained as he was not in 

attendance at this meeting. 

 

The Meeting Schedule for 2018 was discussed with the Board and the members were fine with it. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Andrea Eisenberg, Chairwoman 

 

/pat 


